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The Earth has been STOLEN! The sky burns while mysterious cosmic 

objects crash down from above, wreaking havoc across the globe! Most of 

the world’s heroes and villains have been trapped in a mysterious stasis, 
leaving only a handful of Avengers as the planet’s last line of defense. 


The long-awaited return of Voyager, the lost founding Avenger, bolstered 
the spirits of the remaining heroes--but not for long. Two powerful and 
deadly groups--the Lethal Legion and the Black Order--have arrived on 
Earth for an unknown competition. And to clear the playing field, the Black 
Order annihilated Avengers Mansion..with the Avengers still inside! 
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Avengers created by Stan Lee & Jack Kirby 
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IN THE TICK 
OF A_ SECOND, 

THE AVENGERS ARE 
NO MORE. T'D ASSUMED 
OUR STRIKE WOULD FEEL 

THRILLING, NOT. 
ANTICLIMACTIC. 
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EXPLAIN AGAIN HOW PLANET 
\ EARTH WAS CHOSEN AS THE 
\ PLAYING FIELD BECAUSE 

Xx OF ITS “UNIQUE 

; DEFENSES.” 
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TH 
NOTHING UNIQUE 
ABOUT DYING AT THE 
HANDS OF THE 
BLACK ORDER. 


--WHERE 
ARE WE--? 


THE BLACK ORDER 
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NOTHING 
TO SEE HERE, 
OFFICER... 


AFFORD A aa THE 
fe) 6 2 WORLD IS IN 
OREN J JEOPARDY! 


QUICKSILVER, 
WE’RE MILES 
AWAY Now. 


LOOK AT 
VOYAGER! SHE 
CLEARLY NEEDS 


PLAN ON RUNNING 
US BACK TO 
MANHATTAN 

ONE BY 
ONE-- 


FALCON’S 
RIGHT. AS MUCH AS 
WE MIGHT WANT TO 
POUND THE ORDER INTO 
EXTRATERRESTRIAL 
PAS 


LEAST TAKE A 
FEW MINUTES To | 
STRATEGIZE/ 


WE ARE THE. \ 
AVENGERS! , 


WE DO 
NOT PLAY 
\ DEFENSE/ 


THERE’S WAY TOO MUCH 
WE DON’T KNOW-- 
LIKE WHAT’S IMMOBILIZIN’ 
CERTAIN AVENGERS IN 
MID-STRIDE, AND 
WHY. 


NEAR AS AH CAN TELL, THAT’S 
NOT A TYPICAL BLACK ORDER 
PLAY, WHICH MEANS THERE’S 
SOMETHIN’ ELSE 
INVOLVED-- 


/ “FOR WHEN 
THE ONE GREAT 
SCORER COMES TO 


- .\ WRITE AGAINST 
\ YOUR NAME... 4 


ae wares, W T SHALL 
GRANTLAND 
WON OR LOST-- RICE. MISS THE J 
BUT HOW YOU a PEOPLE OF 
PLAYED THE 4 EARTH, I IN 
_ GAME: ie SOME WANS... 
ee : : ; THEY ALMOST 
UNDERSTAND... 
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THEY 
UNDERSTAND NOTHING, 
GRANDMASTER. 


YOU 
UNDERSTAND 
NOTHING. 


_ YOU CHOSE 
my §=6THIS BOARD--NOW 
mem =MY PAWNS CONTROL 
A IT. AND THE GAME 
HAS NOT EVEN 
BEGUN. 


BUT PLEASE... 
INDULGE YOUR i 
SENTIMENT. IT WILL eS ' 
COMFORT You AS : 23 FIRST MOVES, 
YOU CEASE TO = * THEN, CHALLENGER. 
EXIST. ; EACH TO His 
ELEMENT. 


SENTIMENT, 
AS YOU SAY. 


GLAD TO MIDTOWN 
Aljve, PocTor MANHATTAN. 
WORRIED. ea 
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GOOP. BIOSCAN IS ALL 
OVER THE PLACE-- 
i a 
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ARE DOING WHAT JI\ 
WE CAN. 


COMMS ARE Fy) 


BACK UP? 


KINDA SORTA, 
BEAST. MY PEOPLE 


DRONE, ALONG WITH 
A. SUPPLIES--AS IN 
S\ COFFEE-- 
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WORKING... 
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ITISAS Ne 
IF HIS BRAIN IS 


} FIGHTING ITSELF/ \ | 


WE ALREADY 
KNOW WE'RE IN A 
GLOBAL CRISIS/ DO 

WE REALLY NEED 
THE KLAXON? 


NEWS REPORTS 
SAY IT STARTED 
WITH A COLUMN OF 
| | ANOTHER ONE IN 
ROME--THE = PAT eR THAT WAS 
caine 4) TEN MINUTES 


BOTH 
SITES ARE 
NOW SUFFERING 
RAPID AND SEVERE 
ENVIRONMENTAL 
EFFECTS, WITH-- 
THIS - - --A SIDE 
ORDER OF_ ALIEN 
INVADERS. 
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ALL RIGHT. I SAY WE 
ORGANIZE TWO 
AWAY TEAMS--ONE 
PER THREAT--PLUS A 
RESERVE UNIT 


I'LL LEAD A SQUAD 
TO PERU. LOOKS LIKE 
SOME KIND OF 
FIRESTORM BREWING 
IN THE CUSCO 


OKAY. IF IT 1 THE 
AH CALL BLACK ORDER, WE’RE 
ROME. GONNA NEED HEAVY 
HITTERS. FIGURE THAT 
MEANS THOR... 


JERICHO 
AMO TLL CAN USE MAGIC 
TO TRY AND 
UN-PAUSE OUR 
Goon \. COMRADES 
THINKING. IF WE 
CAN FREE THEM, 
WE’LL HAVE ALL THE 
REINFORCEMENTS 
SWE NEED, 


RED ay AND 
WONDER MAN-- 
AVAILABLE... ARE YOU STILL A 
ee PACIFIST? 


YEo--BuT \ENOUGH. 
T CAN STILL 
HELP SAVE 
LIVES, FALC. 


MIGHT HAVE THE 
“LIGHTNING” PART ao 
COVERED-- / | \GHTNING’S 
GONNA STRIKE 
TWICE. 


FINALLY... 


.. CANNONBALL. 


CANNONBALL? 


WELL, I AM 
da ag 
DON’T SAY 
IT/ DON’T YOU 
DARE SAY IT/ 


I KNEW YOU _\ 
WHEN YOU WERE 
IN SHORT PANTSZ 


IT’S PRETTY 
SIMPLE, PIETRO. 
AH NEED PEOPLE 


LEAVE ME 

ALONE, EMILY. 

T DON’T WANT 
YOUR PITY. 
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AND YOU/ YOU'RE LEAVING 
ME BEHIND? TO DO 
; WHAT? 


AT THE SPEED OF 
SOUND? 
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BE 
READY FOR 
ANYTHING/ 


A FITTING 
STAGE FOR 


HERCULES? 


BEHIND US, 
LEGION/ 
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INCREDIBLE. 

AN UNDERGROUND 
WAREHOUSE AND A 
BOMB-PROOF VAULT-- 
ALL EMPTY, THE 
AVENGERS HQ THAT 
NEVER WAS. 


I WONDER 

IF TONY STARK 
EVEN REMEMBERS 
SETTING THIS 
uP..* THE CHANGE 
OF SURROUNDINGS 
HASN’T AFFECTED 
OUR FRIENDS, 
UNFORTUNATELY. 
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NO MOVEMENT, WHATEVER \$ HMMPH. DOING 
AND NO SIGN KEEPING THEM IN NOTHING WHILE 
THAT THEY'RE AWARE STASIS, IT DOESN’T THE OTHERS 
OF THEIR CURRENT ~ APPEAR TO BE FIGHT AROUND 
PREDICAMENT MYSTICAL IN THE GLOBE... 
NATURE. 


EITHER. 


AGREED, 
THOUGH I DON’T 
SEE HOW TECHNOLOGY 
COULD CAUSE THIS 

EFFECT EITHER... 


*(T WAS SET UP WAY BACK IN 
AVENGERS #13, (1965). --TOM 


ROGUE 
MADE IT CLEAR 
SHE DOESN'T 
TRUST YOU. sucersr 
TRUE, BUT FOLLOWI| 
MINE ISN'T ORDERS TO TRY 
HERE. AND WIN BACK A 
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YOU'RE 

NOT HIS 
KEEPER, 
WANDA. 
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A MISTAKE THAT | ~ 
NEARLY COST 
EMILY HER LIFE. 
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: HIS 
SYNTHEZOID 
MAKEUP IS THE 
MOST RESILIENT. 
AND_HIS CONNECTION 
WITH YOU MAY HELP 
CREATE A SYMPATHETIC 
RESONANCE WITH 
YOUR SPELLCASTING. 
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ROGUE'S TEAM IS 
ALREADY ROUTED. | | 
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OBSTACLE: 


BACK. 


TAKE THE 
OBSTACLE 
OUT OF 


LOOKS LIKE 
THEIR ZIPSTER 
RAN OUT OF 
“ZIP”... 


| CONTINUED NEXT WEEK! 


COME BACH NEAT WEEH FOR MORE... 
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AVENGERS #678 AVENGERS #680 


The Avengers are caught in a game of cosmic proportions, but 
they don’t know the rules--and one of them is about to pay the 
ultimate price! THE FIRST AVENGER FALLS! 
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